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meant a loss, without exaggeration, of thousands of pounds, for all the
people are by no means labourers earning their daily wage. There arc
nearly twenty store-keepers of considerable standing, also laundrymen
with a very large custom* Seven hundred pounds worth of washing was
at the time of the outbreak taken out of the Location by the plague commit-
tee, clisnifccted and delivered. To the store-keepers the removal and
stoppage of their businesses means practically ruin, for, when the quarantine
of the camp is removed, they have nowhere to go, and it is a question
whether the authorities will allow them to open stores within town limits,
pending the fixing of a permanent site. Moreover, all their goods have
been stored by the Municipality, and though the store-room is a very good
place, those having any knowledge of business will at once appreciate
what damage would be done to the things which are stored loose in a
place for some length of time without being aired. All these troubles the
community is bearing with philosophic calmness, and it is only to be
hoped that when the plague has been entirely wiped out, their patience
would stand them in good stead.
That the plague among the Indians was solely due to the neglect
of the Town Council is proved by the fact that in the outside districts
Indians have been almost absolutely free. In Pretoria, the few cases that
have happened have been confined to Europeans and Natives. In Bcnoni,
two Natives have been attacked. la Germiston also, it has been the Natives
that have been attacked, and at all these places the Indians have been
living on their own premises. It was after the Municipality became, in
Johannesburg, the immediate landlord to every individual tenant that the
mischief of excessive overcrowding and insanitation arose, bringing in
their train the awful scourge*
Indian Opinion, 9-4-1904
128. THE THIBETAN MISSION
The British Mission to Thibet has already come into conflict with the
Thibetans. The official estimate of the loss suffered by the   latter is 300
killed and 200 taken prisoners, Reuter wires a most glowing account of the
stolidity and the courage with which the ill-matched and the ill-equipped
Thibetans fought the disciplined British army possessing the most modern
weapons. Even in their retiral, the enemy is said to have been most digni-
fied, so much so that the manner of their retiral seems to have left a lasting
impression on the people who were privileged to witness it. It is impossible
not to sympathise with a people so cool and so brave. With [regard to] the
political character of the mission or the necessity thereof, we have at present
nothing to say. It may or may not be justified. But to think that a plucky
nation like this has to brave the battle with the British forces is a matter for
very great pity. And we can only hope that the moulders of the British
policy have satisfied themselves beyond doubt as to the necessity of entering
upon the mission, and that, when the whole thing is finished, they will be